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relations. In my school days the boys of the village still played " Fee, fi, fow, fum, I smell the blood of an Englishman; dead or alive I will have some."
An East Tennessee Union farmer, coming into Knoxville in the early days of the Civil War, heard of Mason and Slidell, the Confederate commissioners, who were passengers for Europe on an English merchant vessel, having been taken off by force by an American cruiser and brought back prisoners to this country, and that Great Britain had demanded their release. " What ? " he said in great astonishment, " Is that blasted old English machine going yet ? " Now, and especially since the practical friendship shown to us by England during our war with Spain, the villagers cheer the entente cordiale between the two countries, and the Tennessee mountaineers and the Rugby colonists join in celebrating the Queen's birthday and the Fourth of July.
We have been for a hundred years evoluting toward the mutual understanding of each other and the intelligent friendship which existed between the greatest of Americans, George Washington, and a great Englishman, Lord Shelburne. Shel-burne, beyond all of his countrymen, appreciated the American conditions and position in the Revolutionary War, and was the first of foreigners to form that estimate of Washington, as the foremost man of the world, which is now universally accepted. It was for him that Washington sat for a full-length portrait, which now holds the place of honor in the house of another great and brilliant English statesman and warm friend of the United States, Lord Rosebery. On Washington's initiative, and Shelburne's co-operation, the two countries made their famous Jay Treaty of 1796.
The government of the United States is, and always has been, a lawyer's government. All but three of our Presidents were lawyers, and four-fifths of our Cabinet ministers, and a large majority of both Houses of Congress, have always been members of the bar. The ambassador who framed and negotiated this treaty was that eminent jurist, John Jay, the first Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States. In his treaty, for the first time, I think, among nations, appeared the principle of the settlement by arbitration of disputes between
nations.  Such was the temper of the period, however, one hun-VOL. II.-2$